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Millicent Marbleroller dreams that one day she will play a pipe organ like the one at church. She

teaches herself to play music with a piano she draws on the kitchen table at home. This summer,

she finds herself working in the giant mansion of the deceased toymaker General Horatio

Crackerhead. Soon, she is locked in a contest with the General's brother, Admiral Algernon

Crackerhead to be the first to find the General's last great invention, the Crackerhead Yo-yo. But all

that Millicent really cares about is the big, beatiful pipe organ that sits in the heart of the mansion,

just begging Millicent to unlock its secrets, unravel the mysteries of a mansion that is more puzzle

than house and somehow figure out how it all ties together with the song that keeps racing through

Millicent's mind. Millicent Marbleroller and the House of the Toymaker is a work of magical, music

fiction that is unlike any childrens book before it.
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Though certainly needing some editing, this debut book of Wayne Roseberry's is a real delight.

Wayne has a wonderful imagination that frequently surprised my wife and me and made us laugh.

The book has a lot in common with Roald Dahl's "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" but was

original enough that you never know quite what to expect.

Newcomer Wayne Roseberry has the kind of imagination that makes me think of much loved stories

like Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Eccentric characters, quirky

gadgetry and a mystery to be solved, all make it a fun ride.Millicent Marbleroller and the House of

the Toymaker is the author's debut book for children. While it has a slow start in the first chapter and



would benefit greatly with the help of an editor for some rather distracting errors, I still rate this book

very highly for its pure sense of entertainment and story.It's nice to see a bright young girl as the

heroine. Milicent is a loner and, unlike so many other children books these days, Wayne Roseberry

does not bring in a slew of other children to follow some template of political correctness. This is a

story about Millicent Marbleroller and her interactions with the adults in her life. It's clean and crisp

without a lot of unrelated subplots.Not only is it visually appealing, but since the story hinges on

Millicent's love of music, there is an auditory aspect that makes you want to see and hear this book

come to life. It's the kind of book that would make a great film. Perhaps a screenplay is in Wayne

Roseberry's future.His blog states that Millicent's adventures will actually be a triology. He is

working on the sequel and if it's anything like the first, I expect it to be another visual treat.

In the past I have found books by first-time authors to be at best a mixed bag, which makes me all

the more excited to tell you that Millicent Marbleroller is a great read. Wayne Roseberry has

conjured up a first-rate heroine in Millicent, and let her loose in a world full of unique touches, clever

dialogue and a menace that strikes just the right balance between bumbling and threatening (perfect

for the target age group). As an adult, I can say that I was never bored, and eager to find out what

happens next. I can't wait until my kids grow up a bit, and I get a chance to read this to them, I'm

sure they will enjoy it. I know I did!

This short but wonderfully stimulating book is a must-get for any child who enjoyed reading "Charlie

& the Chocolate Factory" and books of that ilk. Although I am way past the age of half-price

admittance to the matinee, I thoroughly enjoyed the few hours it took me to read it, and the ending

left me anxiously awaiting a sequel.The young heroine Millicent finds herself apprenticed to the gruff

and mysterious caretaker of a great mansion belonging to a deceased toymaker, and before she

knows it, she's in a desperate race to uncover the secret of the mansion before the toymaker's

greedy brother can get his grasping hands on the toymaker's legacy.From the title you can see it

involves a pipe organ and a glass eye - what other encouragement does one need to pick this one

up today?Charmingly inventive and extremely entertaining, this is highly recommended for all fans

of Roald Dahl, and fantastic adventures in general.Amanda Richards, August 17, 2009

If you are a fan of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory you will love this book. My daughter and I are

picky when it comes to bedtime reading and we had a difficult time putting this one down. We both

wanted to know "what happens next!". Millicent has everything we like in a book: atmosphere, a



clever and curageous heroine, a nasty villian, an old mansion,secret passageways, a mystery to

solve. The book is very imaginative and the imagery stays with you. We can't wait for more stories

from Mr. Roseberry.

This book is perfect for anyone who wants to inspire their children to create music, encourage them

to use their imagination, and great for bedtime entertainment. I bought it to read to my son when

he's a bit older (he's a toddler now) but I really enjoyed it myself and can't wait for Millicent's next

adventure.

I had a great time reading this with my daughter. It is really a perfect story for that age (she is 8),

she loved it - even the part with the glass eye (which she thought was "gross" - but was clearly

facinated with it too).So where is the sequel already?
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